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Healthy San Francisco is a medical access program that began in 2007 in San Francisco, California, to subsidize medical care costs to the residents of San Francisco (Fang et al. 2018). It aims to offer universal health care services to city residents. It is not an insurance policy because it only provides cover for medical cost of services received within the San Francisco County and also excludes dental and vision care services. The program was necessitated by the need to provide quality care to low-income residents of the city aged above 18 years who lack conventional medical insurance. 
According to Mayor Gavin Newsom, the program was significant in expanding the health insurance program funded by San Francisco city. An existing program initiated by Mayor Brown provided health insurance coverage to only children. The program, therefore, sought to extend these services to all San Francisco residents, including unemployed, citizens, immigrants, and all health status (Grumbach et al. 2017). Besides, it was designed to improve the coordination of health care safety net, enhance preventive care, and develop and implement an information technology system by using electronic enrollment and referrals. Upon enrollment in 2013, the program enrolled over 60,000 patients. The success of the program has also led to other Mayors like Ron Dellums of Oaklands and the County Board of supervisors of San Mateo to evaluate the possibility of providing a similar tax-payer subsidized health insurance package to its residents.
The program has had a tremendous impact on the residents of San Francisco by improving access to health care. Such a move has significantly reduced the health care cost burden to most residents freeing up money for other investments by the locals. Also, some residents were ineligible for the Affordable Care Act (ACA) like people who have lived in the city for less than five years, undocumented immigrants and prisoners but are eligible under the Healthy San Francisco program (Fang et al. 2018). Lastly, the program has improved the quality of healthcare in general due to increase funding to improve facilities, personnel, and equipment meaning public health facilities are offering same level services to all citizens as being provided in private facilities. 
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